appendix. 

His rcfufal to complete the work (which lie could not purehafo) ob- 
liged me to feek for another printer, and this of conference would throw 
the publication back till after the meeting of parliament, otherways it 
would have appeared that Mr. Pitt had only taken up a part of the 
plan which I had more fully ftated. . ' 

Whether that gentleman, or any other, had feen the work, or any 
*artof it, is more than I have authority to fay. But the manner in 
which the work was returned, and the particular time at which this was 
done, and that after the offers he had made, arc fufpicious circumftances. 
I know what the opinion of bookfellers and publifhers is upon fuch a 
cafe, but as to my own opinion, I chufe to make no declaration. T here 
are many ways by which proof fheets may be procured by other perfons 
before a work publicly appear; to which I fhali add a certain circum. 

fiance, which is, , , 

A minifterial bookfellcr in Piccadilly who has been employed, as com- 
mon report fays, by a clerk of one of the boards cloiely connc&ed with 
the mmiftry (the board of trade and plantation of which Hawkfbury is 
prefident) to publish what he calls my Life (I wifhthat his own life and 
the lives of all the cabinet were as good) ufed to have his books printed 
at the fame printing-office that I employed ; but when the former part of 
Rights of Man came out, he took his work away in dudgeon ; andabou^ 
a week or ten days before the printer returned my copy, he came to 
make him an offer of his work again, which was accepted. This would 
confequently give him admiffion into the printing-office where the iheets 
of this work were then lying ; and as bookfellers and printers are free 
with each other, he would have the opportunity of feeing what was go- 
ing on.— Be the cafe however as it may, Mr. Pitt’s plan, little and dimi- 
nutive as it is, would have had a very awkward appearance, had this 
. work appeared at the time the printer.had engaged to finifh it. 

j have now ftated the particulars which occafioned the delay, from 
• the propofal to purchafe, to the refufal to print. If all the Gentlemen 
are innocent, it is very unfortunate for them that fuch a variety of fill- 
picious circumftances fhould, without any de%n, arrange themfelvcs 
together. 

Having now fmifhed this pdrt, I will conclude with Hating another 
circumftance. 

About a fortnight or three weeks before the meeting of parliament, a 
final l addition, amounting to about twelve fhiUings and fixpence a year, 
was made to the pay of the foldiers, or rather, their pay was docked fo 
much lefs. Some Gentlemen who knew, in part, that this work would 
contain a plan of reforms refpetting the opprefled condition of foldiers, 
wifhed me to add a note to the work, fignifying, that the part upon that 
fubjeft had been in the printer’s hands fome weeks before that addition 
of pay was propofed. I declined doing this, left it fhould be interpreted 
into an air of vanity, or an endeavour to excite fufpicion (for which, 
perhaps, there might be no grounds) that fome of the government gen- 
tlemen, had, by fome means or other, made out what this work would 
contain : and had not the printing been interrupted fo as to occaiion a 
delay beyond the time fixed for publication, nothing contained in this 
appendix would have appeared. 


THOMAS PAINE. 


